



Sam Sprager " . • f « * 

• ».* 

There is attached a letter from the Commission which is * 
self-explanatory . • 

Mr. Karapatnitsky has been interviewed overseas and ; j 

stated that he did not recall ever seeing Oswald in Moscow. ; 
He also stated that in the hospital at the same time was 
another elderly American whom ha identified as Sam Sprager. 
Sprager 's wife was interviewed in California and said that 
ha was in the hosp5.tal at Moscow from September 21 to about 
October 8, 1959, and his passport indicated that he returned 
to this country shortly after October 8. Sprager was not 
interviewed as he was travelling at the time or at the address 
of his son-in-law in Madison, Wisconsin. Sprager is due on 
Tuesday, August 25 at the home of Hart G. Sprager, 622 
Fairview, Tacoma Parle, Maryland, telephone no. 43 4-4710. 

Mr. Sprager has been notified by his family that an agent will 
contact him when ha is in Washington. 


. Please arrange to interview Sam Sprager for the purpose 
of verifying the time of his departure from Moscow. Also, 
through an interview an attempt to ascertain whether Sprager 
knew any other elderly Americans in the hospital who might have 
remained in the hospital after he left and perhaps would be' in 
a position to know Oswald at the hospital. His connection with 
Karapatnitsky need not be developed since it ha 3 been established 
that Karapatnitsky had no recollection of seeing Oswald at the 
hospital. 
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Janas J. Rowley 
Chief, _ United Statea 
Secret Service 
Department of treasury 
Kashiogton 25, D- C* 

Dear Mr. Rowley?. 

' Jh Lee Harvey Oswald ' g "Historic Diary" the entry for 
October 26 , 1959/ reads aa follows: 

""An elderly fi merican in the hospital grows suspicious 
about me for some reason, perhaps because at the Sbbassy 2 told 
him x bad not registered as most tourists and Z am in general 
evasive about iay presence in Moscow end in the hospital." 


r^T 


She Historic Diary also notes that he was frequently visited 
“by }v*« Intouri3t guide, Riiea Shirokova. She was described in 195 9 
as blond, 5 f 2 "> 133 pounds, single, attractive and able to speak n 
excellent En glislnu hospital in which Oswald say3 he vas being 

treated was the Botkinkaya Hospital in Moscow* Ha was being 
treated for a self-inflicted wound on the left wrist. He was 
confined frem October 21 to October 23, 1959* -be fir3ttwo or 
three days were spent in thu "psychiatric ward" and the remainder 
in the "sortie department/ 1 

A previous request to the Department of State as to whether 
it had any record of who this "elderly American" in Oswald's ward 
might have boon drew the answer that no records of any American in 
the hospital at the time existed. Very recently, however, the 
Deportment of State was discovered that such records do exist* 

\L David Slaws on of our staff lias already spoken with 
Inspector Ihocxis Kelley about this matter and loos handed to Mr* 
i Colley the Department of State’s pa 3 sport files on Mr. William 
Bdgerton Morehouse, Jr,, and Mr* l/al&er Doris Kar -pat nit oley . £1 



^ccordin.T to IXnxLrfcaest of State records, 

Both or tiasf ^4:- ; Sc ; oi ua on «■ about the tine too Harvey 
treated in v~J ^ ? j -, yo fc 0ea there- In addition, Mr. o-nvsciv 

tev*ld vas H'-'-PPO'^ ?J ~* h ^ ual last iiwwa address w. , 
furnished' ir^poc^ v iciaa to tb* aabw^f. 

IVj, £p^ :i ^ rcvtloivcs at the Botkiakaya Hospital* 

1^1959, has already taken steps to 

*> « «* ^rts^r^w. »»«» «i i»* ***• f ; 

«llo«-® on •--■ -•»- Ir-i^ctor Kslloy tea tte. 

-U tetf» • • , 

inters tad ,^ r GaV jjC a Harvey Oswald in the ncspital 

thsei on vna-'ver — / - ~ details they can rossecsber about hln 

at that «U» <*A,U g, ^ ^ c^/r«8*r bavins ^ ' 
and the parsons viwj h-^ ^ ^ furnish the r^aoa 

Oswald, vd we in.arcs^ ^ v.w ' - t ^ ubo u 

of other Americans vbo ware j.» --■* “ 

turn easy have seen Oswald. 


Sis 
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J. Hoa Pankin 
General Counsel 
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